Ruth Johnson
Michigan Secretary of State

House Testimony Speaker Notes

Redistricting and Elections Committee
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 (9:00 a.m.)

1. Thank you Chairman Lund and the members of the
committee for allowing me the opportunity to testify
before you today on my Secure and Fair Elections, or

SAFE, election integrity package.

2. Talso want to acknowledge Representatives
Knollenberg, Tyler, Forlini and Jacobsen for their
leadership and partnering with me on this effort, along

with your colleagues in the Senate.

3. When I was elected Secretary of State, one of my top
priorities, in addition to streamlining services, cutting
costs and improving customer service, was to ensure

integrity in our elections system.
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10.

11.

Last fall, I formally announced my SAFE initiative, which

stands for Secure and Fair Elections.

This package consists of new policies, expanded
technology and legislation, all of which are defined by

three clear goals of the legislation before you:

e Tougher campaign finance laws;
e C(leaner voter rolls

e And safeguarding the integrity of the
process

While my office is working to fortify processes through
the tools available to us, this package relies heavily on the

power of the Legislature to enact additional safeguards.

Before you today are House Bills 5058, 5059, 5061, 5062
and 5063, sponsored by your colleagues and initiated by
my office, that target these three goals.
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SAFEGUARDING ELECTION INTEGRITY

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

When we talk about security and fairness, nothing is more

important than the integrity of our elections.

In 2010, the election for the 84™ House seat was a close
battle and required a recount. Over 1/3 of the precincts in
that district were not “recount-able” due to mistakes

associated with securing the ballots and clerical errors.

It is critical that we work with our local clerks, who do an
outstanding job on the front line of elections, to do what

we can to ensure accuracy in counting ballots.

Before you today is House Bill 5062 proposed by
Representative Forlini. This legislation puts in place the
safeguards we need to ensure election integrity, including
receiving boards, post election audits, enhanced clerk

training and continuing education.

Other components of the legislation before you targets

voter intimidation, misinformation and ballot coaching.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

e We are also pushing to expand the use of
electronic pollbooks and technology to
reduce errors and improve ballot security.

And we’ve created an Elections Crimes Unit with the
Assistance of the Attorney General’s Office. Through the
SAFE initiative, we are working diligently to strengthen
the integrity of our elections, but we need the enactment
of this legislation to help ensure that our elections are

secure and fair.

We need you, the members of this committee, to
champion this effort through support of House Bills 5058,
5059, 5061, 5062 and 5063 proposed by your colleagues.

Thank you for allowing me this time to testify
before you today.

Chris Thomas, the State Administrator for the Bureau of
Elections, and Chris Hackbarth, Director of Government
Affairs for our department, are here with me to today to

help answer any questions you may have.






